
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adams: 608-339-4237 Marathon: 715-261-1231 
Ashland: 715-682-7017 Marinette: 715-732-7510 
Barron: 715-537-6250 Marquette: 608-297-9153 
Bayfield: 715-373-6104 Menominee: 715-799-4654 
Brown: 920-391-4610 Milwaukee: 414-290-2400 
Buffalo: 608-685-6256 Monroe: 608-269-8722 
Burnett: 715-349-2151 Oconto: 920-834-6845 
Calumet: 920-849-1450 Oneida: 715-365-2750 
Chippewa: 715-726-7950 Outagamie: 920-832-5121 
Clark: 715-743-5121 Ozaukee: 262-238-8288 
Columbia: 608-742-9680 Pepin: 715-672-5214 
Crawford: 608-326-0223 Pierce: 715-273-3531 
Dane: 608-224-3700 Polk: 715-485-8600 
Dodge: 920-386-3790 Portage: 715-346-1316 
Door: 920-746-2260 Price: 715-339-2555 
Douglas: 715-395-1363 Racine: 262-886-8460 
Dunn: 715-232-1636 Richland: 608-647-6148 
Eau Claire: 715-839-4712 Rock: 608-757-5696 
Florence: 715-528-4480 Rusk: 715-532-2151 
Fond du Lac: 920-929-3171 St. Croix: 715-684-3301 
Forest: 715-478-7797 Sauk: 608-355-3250 
Grant: 608-723-2125 Sawyer: 715-634-4839 
Green: 608-328-9440 Shawano: 715-526-6136 
Green Lake: 920-294-4032 Sheboygan: 920-467-5740 
Iowa: 608-935-0391 Taylor: 715-748-3327 
Iron: 715-561-2695 Trempealeau: 715-538-2311 
Jackson: 715-284-4257 Vernon: 608-637-5276 
Jefferson: 920-674-7295 Vilas: 715-479-3648 
Juneau: 608-847-9329 Walworth: 262-741-3190 
Kenosha: 262-857-1945 Washburn: 715-635-4444 
Kewaunee: 920-388-7138 Washington: 262-335-4477 
La Crosse: 608-785-9593 Waukesha: 262-548-7770 
Lafayette: 608-776-4820 Waupaca: 715-258-6230 
Langlade: 715-627-6236 Waushara: 920-787-0416 
Lincoln: 715-536-0304 Winnebago: 920-232-1970 
Manitowoc: 920-683-4168 Wood: 715-421-8440 
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 Invasive exotic shrub honeysuckles 
• displace native understory vegetation; 
• form an impenetrable understory layer; 
• degrade wildlife habitat; 
• cause long-term decline of forests by shad-

ing out other woody and herbaceous plants; 
• compete with native plants for pollinators, 

reducing seed set of native plants;  
• may not serve as a source of high-fat, nutri-

ent-rich fruits for migrating birds. 

 Growth:  Invasive exotic shrub honeysuckles are 
medium to large-sized, deciduous, multi-
stemmed shrubs growing six to 15 ft. tall and six 
to 12 ft. wide.  They have dense, upright, vase-
shaped to rounded forms.  Amur honeysuckle 
(Lonicera maackii) and Bell’s honeysuckle (L. × 
bella), usually grow slightly taller than Mor-
row’s honeysuckle (L. morrowii) and Tatarian 
honeysuckle (L. tatarica).  Honeysuckles are 
fast growing and shallow rooted, forming dense 
colonies when they invade woods.     
Leaves:  Leaves of invasive exotic shrub honey-
suckles are simple, opposite, oval to oblong, 
with entire margins and short petioles.  They 
typically measure 1 to 2½ in. long and 1 to 1½ 
in. wide.  Amur honeysuckle has larger leaves (2 
to 3 in. long) that taper to a distinct, long, slen-
der point at the tip and are slightly hairy. Mor-
row’s honeysuckle has hairy, gray-green leaves, 
while Tatarian honeysuckle has smooth, hair-
less, bluish-green leaves.  Bell’s honeysuckle, a 
hybrid between Tatarian and Morrow’s honey-
suckle, has leaves that are slightly hairy on the 
undersides.  Invasive exotic shrub honeysuckles 
are easy to find in early spring and late fall, as 

they tend to leaf out early and retain their leaves 
late into the fall.  Invasive exotic shrub honey-
suckles do not have distinctive fall color.  
Stems:  Stems of older, invasive exotic shrub 
honeysuckles are often hollow, with light, gray-
ish-brown, shaggy bark in long strips.  Buds 
along the stem are opposite and project at almost 
right angles to the stem.  In comparison, native 
shrub honeysuckle stems have solid, white piths 
(i.e., stem centers).   
Flowers:  Invasive exotic shrub honeysuckles 
flower from early to late May until early June, 
depending on location.  Flowers are borne in 
pairs at the nodes along the stem (i.e., in the leaf 
axils).  Flowers are less than 1 in. long, fragrant, 
tubular, two-lipped and five-lobed, with five 
stamens (i.e., male floral parts).  Nectar collects 
at the base of the flower tube and is attractive to 
both insect and hummingbird pollinators. 
 Amur honeysuckle produces white flowers 
that fade to yellow with age.  Morrow’s honey-
suckle also has white flowers that fade to yel-
low, but its flowers are hairy and are borne on 
hairy peduncles (i.e., flower stems).  Tatarian 
honeysuckle produces smooth flowers that are 
white, pink or crimson-red (especially   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
on cultivars) and do not yellow with age.  Bell’s 
honeysuckle has white to pink flowers, fading to 
yellow, on slightly hairy stems.  Lonicera 
‘Freedom’ and L. ‘Honeyrose’, two cultivars 
that are the result of a complex hybrid of several 
honeysuckle species, produce pink-tinged white 
flowers and rosy-red flowers respectively.   
Fruit and Seed:  Honeysuckle fruits range from 
red to orange-yellow, depending on species and 
cultivar, and ripen in mid-summer (Morrow’s, 
Tatarian, Bell’s, Freedom, and Honeyrose hon-
eysuckles) or early to mid fall (Amur honey-
suckle).  The fleshy, ¼ in. diameter berries con-
tain many seeds.  Seeds are less than ⅛ in. long 
oval, flattened, and yellow.  Every year, inva-
sive exotic shrub honeysuckles produce large 
quantities of viable seed that are readily dis-
persed by birds.  The seeds require a cold, moist 
period to break dormancy, which occurs in the 
soil during winter. The germination rate of hon-
eysuckle seeds is high under a wide range of 
environmental conditions.  However, germina-
tion is highest on open ground or where under-
story development is sparse.  Honeysuckle seeds 
remain viable in soil for two or more years.  

Threats 

Identification 

Leaves of invasive honeysuckles are simple, opposite, 
oval to oblong, with entire margins and short petioles.   

Invasive honeysuckles produce white, pink or red flow-
ers that are less than 1 in. long, tubular, two-lipped, 
five-lobed, and contain five stamens.  



 Invasive exotic honeysuckles are native to Asia 
and Western Europe.  They were introduced into 
North America as ornamentals in the mid-18

th
 

and 19
th

 centuries, due to their showy flowers 
and fruit.  They were also used for wildlife food 
and cover, and soil erosion control.  Bell’s hon-
eysuckle (L. × bella), a hybrid of Tatarian hon-
eysuckle (L. tatarica) and Morrow’s honey-
suckle (L. morrowii), has quickly become as 
invasive as its parents.  Unfortunately, some 
invasive exotic honeysuckles, especially the 
Tatarian honeysuckle cultivars ‘Arnold Red’ 
and ‘Zabelii’, as well as Freedom and Honey-
rose honeysuckles, are still sold due to their or-
namental characteristics and form, but should be 
considered invasive and should not be planted.  
 Invasive exotic honeysuckles range from south-
ern New England south into North Carolina, 
west to the Great Plains and north into the Mid-
west. They can occur along lakeshores, forest 
edges, abandoned fields, pastures, roadsides, 
and other open, upland habitats.  They often in-
vade woodlands, especially those that are grazed 
or disturbed.  Morrow’s and Bell’s honeysuckle 
can also invade sand plains, bogs and fens.  
These honeysuckles can live under a broad 
range of light and moisture conditions, as well 
as in many different plant communities.  How-
ever, they do not perform as well in shady envi-
ronments.  Large, urban areas are often invaded 
by honeysuckles.  However, rural infestations 
have occurred where honeysuckles have been 
introduced to provide wildlife cover and food. 

 Other exotic honeysuckles may look like their 
invasive cousins, but they are not considered 
invasive plants.  These include Clavey’s Dwarf 
and Mini Globe honeysuckles (L. × xylosteoides 
‘Clavey’s Dwarf’ and ‘Mini Globe’), and Emer-
ald Mound honeysuckle (L. xylosteum ‘Emerald 
Mound’).  Other native, rarely seen shrub hon-
eysuckles include American fly honeysuckle (L. 
canadensis), bearberry honeysuckle (L. involu-
crata), swamp fly honeysuckle (L. oblongifolia), 
and mountain fly honeysuckle (L. villosa).  Ex-
cept for the swamp fly honeysuckle, exotic 
shrub honeysuckles have hairy styles (i.e., fe-
male reproductive structures).  Bush honey-
suckle (Diervilla lonicera), is not a true honey-
suckle, but is related, and has small, yellow 
flowers at the tips of branches in summer, and 
dry, brown capsules in late summer. 
 Some honeysuckles are twining, woody 
vines, rather than shrubs.  Native examples in-
clude the grape honeysuckle (L. reticulata, for-
merly L. prolifera); hairy honeysuckle, (L. hir-
suta), and limber honeysuckle (L. dioica).  Non-
native, vine honeysuckles, such as Dropmore 
Scarlet honeysuckle (L. × brownii ‘Dropmore 
Scarlet’), yellow honeysuckle (L. flava), gold-
flame honeysuckle (L. × heckrottii), Mandarin 
honeysuckle (L. ‘Mandarin’), woodbine honey-
suckle (L. periclymenum), and trumpet honey-
suckle (L. sempervirens), are not considered 
invasive.  However, the non-native vining Japa-
nese honeysuckle (L. japonica), is highly inva-
sive and readily grows in native areas, especially 
woodlands.  This honeysuckle has fragrant, 
white flowers that turn yellow with age, and 
produces black fruit.  This species is very inva-
sive in the southern Midwest. 

 Invasive exotic honeysuckles rapidly take over 
areas, and can form dense shrub layers in the 
forest understory.  These honeysuckles produce 
large numbers of fruit that are highly attractive 
to birds. Thus birds commonly move honey-
suckle seeds across the landscape.  In the eastern 
United States, over twenty species of birds feed 

on honeysuckle fruit.  Invasive exotic honey-
suckle seedlings grow in areas with sparse vege-
tation, especially under tall trees and shrubs.  
They also spread vegetatively by producing 
suckers and sprouts at the base of the plant, es-
pecially after severe pruning.  Because of this, 
invasive exotic honeysuckles tend to persist in 
an area once they have become established.   
 Invasive exotic honeysuckles crowd and 
shade out many native trees, shrubs, groundcov-
ers, and spring ephemerals.  In addition, they 
compete for pollinators, reducing fruit formation 
and seed set of native species.  Invasive exotic 
honeysuckles also have a negative impact on 
wildlife.  American robins (Turdus migratorius) 
nesting in invasive shrub honeysuckles experi-
ence higher predation than those nesting in na-
tive species, due to lower nest heights, a lack of 
protective thorns, and a more conducive branch 
structure for predator movement.  Finally, hon-
eysuckle fruit, while plentiful, may not offer 
migrating birds the high-fat, nutrient-rich food 
source they need for long flights. 

 Control of invasive exotic honeysuckles is best 
achieved with early identification, and removal 
of isolated plants before they begin to produce 
seed.  Once established, honeysuckles soon 
shade out existing vegetation and prevent estab-
lishment of the native understory.  In large in-
festations of honeysuckle, larger, seed-
producing plants should be removed first. 
Hand pulling:  Honeysuckle plants with a stem 
diameter of ½ in. or less can be easily removed 
by hand pulling when soil is moist in spring and 
fall.  Because honeysuckles have shallow roots, 
larger plants can be dug or pulled.  All roots 
must be removed as the shrubs can resprout 
from any remaining roots.  Digging will disturb 
the soil, which can lead to honeysuckle reinva-
sions.  Be sure to revisit the site the following 
summer to remove newly emerged plants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fire:  Prescribed burning shows promise in con-
trolling invasive honeysuckle seedlings growing 
in open habitats, but kills only the tops of older 
shrubs which can easily resprout.  Fire works 
best on seedlings in fire-adapted plant communi-
ties (e.g., prairies and pine forests), and should 
not be used where native plant communities 
might be adversely affected.  Burn areas prior to 
seed dispersal in late summer or early autumn to 
minimize reinvasion of treated areas.  Repeated 
burning every one to two years may be neces-
sary.  When burning, be sure to follow all local 
ordinances and state fire codes, and obtain local 
permits as needed. 
Cutting:  Larger plants that are hard to remove 
by hand pulling should be cut at the base with a 
lopper or hand saw.  Shrubs can readily resprout 
from cut stumps or from the root systems if not 
treated with herbicides.  Repeated basal pruning 
during the growing season may eventually 
weaken the plant resulting in reduced sprouting. 
Herbicides:  The effectiveness of cutting can be 
improved by immediately painting or spraying 
cut stumps with a non-selective herbicide such 
as glyphosate.  This active ingredient (a.i.) is 
found in products such as Roundup Pro

®
, 

Touchdown
®
, or Rodeo

®
 (for use near water-

ways).  Use a 20-25% (by volume) solution to 
ensure death of the plant and to prevent re-
sprouting.  Apply glyphosate to stumps immedi-

ately after cutting using a low-pressure hand 
sprayer, spray bottle, or sponge applicator.  
Products containing triclopyr (e.g., Ortho

®
 

Brush-B-Gon
®
) can also be used.  Herbicide 

applications to stumps should be directed to the 
vascular (i.e., water-conducting) tissue located 
just inside of the bark.  Follow-up treatments 
may be needed for the next several years if re-
sprouting occurs.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For younger shrubs, a basal bark application 
of a 12.5% (by volume) oil-formulated tri-
colopyr solution (Garlon 4

®
) may be used to 

control honeysuckle in fall without the need for 
cutting.  Oil formulations of tricolopyr are much 
more effective than triclopyr formulations di-
luted in water.  Triclopyr is a selective and only 
kills broad-leaved plants.  It does not harm most 
grasses.  This herbicide is volatile and should 
not be used at temperatures above 80°F. 
 Foliar applications of herbicides to seedlings 
and larger plants can also be effective.  How-
ever, this technique is best reserved for treating 
areas with large numbers of honeysuckle seed-
lings, as non-target vegetation can be easily 
damaged or killed.  Herbicide concentrations of 
tricolopyr or glyphosate are generally lower for 
foliar sprays (1 to 3% by volume) than for 
stump applications.  Dyes can be added to the 
herbicide formulation to help identify treated 
areas. As with any pesticide, read the label prior 
to use to verify that the rates listed here are con-
sistent with those legally allowed for on the la-
bel, and to read about proper safety precautions.   
 Because invasive honeysuckles retain their 
leaves and continue to grow into late fall, the 
best time to treat honeysuckles is in mid to late 
autumn when non-target plants are going dorn-
mant and are least likely to be damaged.  In ad-
dition, in fall, honeysuckle shrubs are transport-
ing nutrients to its roots and thus uptake of her-
bicides is best at this time resulting in the high-
est mortality.  Winter applications are also very 
successful on fresh cut stumps, decreasing the 
risk of damaging non-target species.  However, 
if shrubs are cut in winter and herbicide treat-
ments are not applied, vigorous resprouting oc-
curs in spring.  Spring cut-stump applications of 
triclopyr after budbreak, can effectively control 
honeysuckles, but may damage other species. 
 Repetition of mechanical and chemical con-
trol methods may be necessary for at least three 
to five years in order to deplete honeysuckle 
seeds.  Replant areas that were infested with 
invasive species with native species tolerant to 
existing environmental conditions.  This can 
help prevent reinvasion of invasive species.  
Biological Control: At this time, biological con-
trol agents are not available to control any of the 
exotic shrub honeysuckles. 
Education: One of the best honeysuckle control 
methods is education.  Tell your neighbors about 
invasive honeysuckles.  A neighbors’ honey-
suckle can produce large amounts of fruit and 
seed that can be disseminated into your back-
yard and the surrounding neighborhood by 
birds.  Encourage your neighbors to remove 
their invasive honeysuckles and monitor their 
yards for seedlings. 
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NOTE:  References to pesticide and other products in this 
publication are for your convenience and are not an endorse-
ment or criticism of one product over similar products.  You 
are responsible for using pesticides according to the manufac-
turer’s current label directions.  Follow directions exactly to 
protect the environment and people from pesticide exposure.  
Failure to do so violates the law.   

Invasive exotic honeysuckles invade forest understo-
ries, crowding out native shrubs, groundcovers, and 
spring ephemerals.   

Invasive exotic honeysuckles have been used as a 
hedge shrub due to their ornamental characteristics and 
form, but should not be used due to their invasiveness.  


